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Vision  &  Mission 


The  vision  for  Project  Next  Generation 
is  to  encourage  greater  success  in  all 
aspects  of  young  peoples'  lives  by 
enhancing  their  skills  to  effectively  deal 
with  the  future.  By  empowering  stu¬ 
dents  with  technology  and  interpersonal 
skills,  Illinois  libraries  will  bridge  the 
traditional  with  the  innovative  to  influ¬ 
ence  the  next  generation. 

Overview 


Project  Next  Generation  is  the  first-ever 
statewide  mentoring  program  to  be 
administered  through  the  public  library 
system. 

Project  mentors  work  with  junior  high 
school  students  at  their  public  library, 
using  innovative  technologies  to  de¬ 
velop  social  and  technology  skills. 
Mentors  guide  students  as  they  explore 
life  skills,  such  as  effective  communica¬ 
tion.  goal-  setting  and  conflict  resolu¬ 
tion. 
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Flexibility  is  the  key,  and  individual 
sites  and  curriculum  will  evolve  based 
on  the  needs  of  the  participants,  their 
libraries  and  their  communities. 

The  goal  of  the  program  is  simple:  to 
encourage  at-risk  youth  to  take  an  active 
role  in  their  community  and  become 
productive  citizens. 


How  it  Works 


♦  Nine  Illinois  public  libraries  will 
develop  and  implement  Project 
Next  Generation  pilot  projects. 

♦  Program  participants  are  sixth- 
through  ninth-grade  students  need¬ 
ing  the  guidance,  support  and 
training  that  Project  Next  Genera¬ 
tion  provides. 

♦  Qualified  people  at  each  library 
provide  a  mix  of  technology  experi¬ 
ences  and  mentoring  on  life  skills 
vital  for  lifelong  success. 


♦  Initially,  each  library  will  limit  the 
number  of  participants  to  10-12  stu¬ 
dents  to  maintain  an  optimum  ratio 
of  one  mentor  to  three  or  four 
students.  Friendships  can  develop 
through  peer  mentoring  and  become 
key  to  learning  and  skill  develop¬ 
ment. 

♦  A  basic  statewide  curriculum  will 
provide  consistency,  and  an  online 
curriculum  will  continue  to  develop 
new  resources. 

♦  A  reward  system  will  offer  exciting 
incentives  to  recognize  student 
achievements. 

♦  Local  agencies,  businesses  and 
educational  institutions  will  assist 
with  community  advocacy,  job- 
search  skills  for  teens,  personal 
growth  and  incentives  for  student 
achievements. 

Future  Growth 


The  potential  exists  for  Project  Next 
Generation  to  grow  and  become  more 
diverse  as  mentoring  opportunities 
expand.  As  their  skills  develop,  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  encouraged  to  become 
mentors  themselves,  teaching  what  they 
have  learned  to  new  Project  Next 
Generation  participants  and  other 
members  of  their  communities. 


Project  Next 
Generation  can 
help  shape 
children’s  lives 


As  a  former  school  teacher  and  founder  of 
the  Jesse  White  Tumbling  Team,  I  have 
had  the  privilege  of  working  closely  with 
young  people  for  more  than  40  years. 
Through  these  experiences,  I  have  learned 
that  kids  need  mentors.  They  need  older 
children  and  adults  to  serve  as  helpers, 
advisers  and  friends. 

This  is  what  Project  Next  Generation  is  all 
about-providing  a  friendly  atmosphere 
conducive  to  learning. 

Today’s  youth  face  challenges  unique  to 
their  generation.  The  use  of  technology  has 
become  a  necessity  for  educational  and 
professional  success.  Through  Illinois 
public  libraries,  Project  Next  Generation 
will  help  teach  our  kids  how  to  properly 
use  state-of-the-art  technology  while 
providing  mentors  to  offer  guidance  and 
encouragement. 

Our  kids  also  face  many  societal 
challenges.  I  am  confident  that  Project 
Next  Generation  will  help  teach  them  how 
to  be  good  citizens.  My  hope  is  that  our 
young  people  will  thrive  in  school  and  in 
life.  That’s  what  Project  Next  Generation  is 
about-it’s  all  about  kids! 
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For  Mope  Information 


Project  Next  Generation  is  sponsored  by 
Secretary  of  State  and  State  Librarian 
Jesse  White.  For  more  information, 
please  call  the  Illinois  State  Library 


at  1-800-665-5576. 
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Illinois  State  Library 
300  S.  Second  Street 
Springfield,  IL  62701-1796 

1-800-665-5576 

http://findit.sos.state.il.us/nextgen/ 
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